As one of the stated intentions of the discussion paper was to get people talking about the possibilities and options in planning sustainable and secure water supplies for the region, we have wondered how this is possible when a large portion of what would be necessary to consider has been excluded from the scope of the strategy. By this, we are referring to the aspects of Northern Victoria’s water related to the Food Bowl Modernisation project, the Sugarloaf Interconnector and similar planned infrastructure projects in the Northern region. This is even more disturbing when we consider the hurried manner and the lack of integrated planning that has constituted the development of these infrastructure projects. 
It is with great disappointment that we find the discussion paper on the Northern Region Sustainable Water Strategy to have failed to consider water management in the Northern region in a holistic manner and by doing so threatens to not meet the objectives for the contents of a sustainable water strategy as set out in s. 11, 22C of the Water (Resource Management) Act 2005, particularly in relation to: -

(1) A Sustainable Water Strategy must provide for the strategic planning of the use of water resources in the region to which it applies-

(a) to identify threats to the reliability of supply and quality of water for both environmental and consumptive uses in the region
How can an assessment be made in relation to the above if all the factors that will affect the regional water resource outlook are not considered? 

The Upper Yarra and Dandenongs Environment Council asks that in the next phase of development of this strategy that this exclusion be seriously reconsidered such that a truly strategic approach can be developed for the use of water resources in the region. In so doing we ask that the planned water infrastructure projects be considered as part of an entire proposal for the Northern Region Sustainable Water Strategy rather than as given that the strategy has to work around. A full exploration of the possibilities for water savings and environmental benefits would then be achievable and a genuinely sustainable water strategy a possibility.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this discussion paper.
